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News 
by Kaleb Turner, editor-in-chief 
New In Town 
Theta launched as the newest men's 
club on campus, bringing the total of 
men's clubs to 15. 
Y'lSitations Cancelation 
The Office of Student Life cut Visitation 
Week from the club recruitment process, 
garnering overwhelmingly negative 
reactions from students. 
" 
A Numbers Game 
The university released fall 2018 enrollment 
numbers, which continued the downward 
trend seen since 2013. 
Ka:canaughvs.11reCourt 
of Public Opinion 
Brett Kavanaugh is named to the 
U.S. Supreme Court after a contested 
appointment and claims of sexual assault 
decades earlier, which spurred Senate 
hearings and worldwide debate on the 
topics of leadership, sexual assault and 
accountability. 
Homecoming Weekend 
Harding Theatre unveils 'Big Fish' as the 
Homecoming Musical. 
1st International Queen 
At the 94th Homecoming festivities, 
senior Cloris Huang became the first 
international student in Harding's history 
to be crowned Homecoming Queen. 
., Ifeelfull. Whenpeoplewere cheeringforme,I 
just felt the tears around my eyes. I.felt confolent, ! encouraged- like so many people loved me." I - senior Cloris Huang, Homecoming Qµeen 
I 
OneMore Year? 
Amid 50-year anniversary, men's social club 
Alpha Tau Epsilon sought new members in 
the spring, despite disbandment rumors. 
TEDx Harding asks 
'How or Why: We're 
Curious?' 
Influencers from across campus and 
beyond gathered to explore the "how" and 
"why" of life as part of Harding's second 
annual TEDx event on Nov. 13, 2018. 
Harding Remembers: 
Government Shutdown 
The second government shutdown under 
President Donald Trump's administration 
began on Dec. 22, 2018. Trumping the 
previous 21-day record set in 1995, this 
was the longest federal government 
shutdown in history. More than 140 
Harding students gained a closer look 
at the effects of the shutdown during an 
annual academic trip to New York City 
and Washington D.C. during winter break. 
ASI hosts NASA scientist 
Christine Darden 
Through hard work, determination to make 
a difference and a love for science and 
math, Christine Darden, an American 
Studies Institute Distinguished Lecture 
Series speaker, shattered glass ceilings. 
Searcy wins Small 
Business Revolution 
After a nearly four-month process of 
campaigning and voting, Searcy went 
from one of roughly 12,000 nominations in 
the Deluxe Corporation's Small Business 
Revolution to the No. 1 spot, winning 
$500,000 and a spot on Season 4 of the 
Small Business Revolution HULU reality 
TV show for six local businesses. 
Youhavesomuchtobeproudofbecauseofthe 
way you have rallied together in the last four 
J1Wnths. You guys get to be an example ta.the 
rest of the world. So congratulations. It's so 
great to be back home in Searcy." 
- AmarulaBrinkman, hostofSmallBusiness 
Reoolution 
Seeking Balance 
The lnterclub Council (ICC) met on 
March 26 to discuss new changes and 
additions regarding club week and club 
functions. The ICC, consisting of club 
presidents and vice presidents who 
meet on a weekly basis, met with Kara 
Abston, assistant dean of students, for 
nearly two hours. 
By taking key club aspects away and refusing 
to listen to what the m ajority of the students 
1 actually believe regarding what makes campus 
social life great, the admin istration very 
well could be hurting the ability to m ake real 
' relationships happen here on campus." 
- senior Brendon Noyes, president of 
men's social club Gamma Sigma Phi 
"The Greatest Show," 
Spring Sing 2019 
2016 graduate Botham Jean and junior Mary Joy Ubelein 
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Photo by EMILY GRIFFIN 
Students from the College of Allie'd Health simulate a triage on the lawn in front of the Ezell Building ori 
April 24 during an active shooter drill. Members from the Searcy fire department and police department 
also participated in the simulation. 
Emergency disaster drill 
simulates active shooter 
JESSIE SMITH 
news editor 
The Department ofPublic Safety held an emergency disaster 
drill on campus on April 24 with campus and community officials 
and first responders to simulate an active shooter situation. 
This year's drill involved a few new aspects, including a 
campus-wide lockdown, according to Craig Russell, director 
of Public Safety. 
Russell said Public Safety received feedback that some 
students received an email but not a phone call or text message 
warning of the lockdown drill, and the following day, he 
contacted Information Technology Services to ask for help to 
solve the problem. 
Kevin Davis, assistant director of Public Safety, typically 
does a comprehensive review of the emergency management 
plan every summer. 
"As far as specific protocols ... everything that we've got in 
place worked, and that's one of the reasons why we conduct the 
drill - just to make sure we don't need to make any tweaks," 
Davis said. "It all worked as it was supposed to, so that's good." 
Around 200 people get involved in a drill like this, including 
people both inside and outside of Harding, according to Russell 
The Searcy police department, fire department, hospital and 
emergency medical services participate in the annual drill. More 
recently, a Life Flight helicopter has been added to the rotation. 
Inside of Harding, Public Safety, Information Technology 
Services, Physical Resources, University Communications and 
Marketing, the Office of Human Resources and the Business 
Office engage in the simulation. Some participants in the 
College of Allied Health played roles as victims and responders. 
"It's an exercise where those that would really respond in 
an emergency on and off campus get involved, but we also use 
it as an academic exercise,"Russell said. · 
Nursing, athletic training, pharmacy, physician assistant 
and professional counseling majors are the health programs 
involved with the disaster drill, according to Karen Kelley, 
assistant professor of nursing. 
Kelley is a member of the Harding Emergency Management 
Committee, and she coordinates the academic departments. 
"They're going to have to work together in the event of an 
actual disaster, and so it's important to practice that together 
and learn," Kelley said. 
The drill took place in the Ezell Building, and the Life 
Flight helicopter landed on the lawn in front of the Donald W 
Reynolds Center for Music and Communication. The triage 
station unfolded on the lawn in front of the Ezell Building in 
the form of four colored tarps manned by medical professionals. 
Senior nursing major Ashley Collins played the role of a 
victim with a gunshot wound, and she said she started out in 
the Ezell Building, and the police escorted she and other victims 
out of the building to the triage area. 
"They did the gunshots and everything inside," Collins said. 
"I knew it wasn't real, but it was kind of scary just to be in there 
and hear all the screaming." 
She started out on the yellow tarp, and then her simulated 
condition grew more severe, so she moved to the red tarp. 
Collins said the simulated victims were given slips of paper 
with their vital signs and ho~ they would change over the 
course of the simulation. 
Senior nursing major Tori Hurt played the role of a nurse 
to help with the simulated triaging and assessed the patients 
as they left the scene. Hurt worked on the red tarp, which was 
the designated area for emergency care and severely wounded 
patients who needed transported to the hospital as soon as 
possible. The black tarp meant deceased patients, the green tarp 
meant walking wounded and the yellow tarp meant injuries 
that could wait before going to the hospital. 
"It's a great experience and helps us as a Harding community," 
Hurt said. "We haven't had this scenario before, and so that 
way, we can better prepare for that in the future." 
There are two phases to the drill, according to Jana Rucker, 
vice president of university communication and enrollment. 
The first phase continues as long as there is an active threat, 
and once the area is secure, phase two begins. 
In a situation like this, she said her job is to prepare official 
statements on behalf of the university, and during phase one, 
she would assimilate information, communicate through social 
media and keep the website updated. In phase two, she would 
make official statements and hold press conferences. 
"This is the first time we've done anything of this scale," 
Rucker said. "Unfortunately, it's relevant .... We all want to 
feel that we're prepared." 
Harding held the first emergency disaster drill in spring 
2002 and continued every year since. According to Rucker, 
other organizations and universities send representatives to 
Harding to observe and learn from the drill. 
"We prepare for the worst and pray for the best," Rucker 
said. "We hope we never have to do it, but there's also some 
comfort in saying, 'I know what I would do. m 
Uplift catnp inspires sotne to return 
MADISON BASSETT "The counselors that I had growing up coming to Uplift 
student writer made me want to come to Uplift,"Johnson said. 
Legacy Park 
enters final phase 
of construction 
KARLI WILLIAMSON 
student writer 
Legacy Park has entered into the final phase of construction 
in order to provide space to invite more people into the 
Harding family. 
In 2007, the idea for Legacy Park was proposed. That 
vision included the student housing that is being used today 
along with individually owned private homes that are part 
of future plans. 
Chancellor David Burks is the one who oversees the 
Legacy advancements. 
"Phases one through three were all student housing, "Burks 
said. "Phase four was the beginning of residencies in Legacy 
Park, and that phase is now complete. All the homes [in 
phase four] have been either built or are under construction." 
Burks said that out of the 19 homes in phase four, 15 
are finished, two are under construction and two will begin 
construction in the next six weeks. 
Phase five implements the construction of a 12-unit 
condominium project where Harding staff, alumni and 
community members can live. To date, four units are pre-sold. 
"This is designed for people who are part of the Harding 
farnily,"Bµrks said. "It's not restricted to alumni. People can 
be part of the Harding family and not be alumni .... Everyone 
who lives there has to buy in to the covenants, which spell 
out the purpose of Harding University. We want people in 
the community who understand what Harding is all about." 
Scott and Jennifer Hannigan, both Harding staff members, 
currently live in a Legacy apartment.Jennifer Hannigan said 
living on campus gives their family opportunity to interact 
with the Harding family daily. 
"Where we live, the First Ladies' Garden is kind of our 
backyard, and the kids have really taken to that and accept it 
as theirs," Hannigan said. "We go out a lot on good days and 
I'll see previous students and people around who my husband 
or I used to work with. You run into people kind of as you 
would when you are a student on campus that we wouldn't 
have if we were out in our old neighborhood." 
Burks said the whole purpose of this addition is to 
encourage this kind of community. 
"The whole idea is to develop this total kind of community 
where you have a lot of students who are essentially living 
right next to faculty members, staff members, alumni and 
retirees - so you have this intergenerational kind of mix," 
Burks said. 
Junior theatre major Kendalyn Pierson lives in a Legacy 
apartment above the house of Britton and Ashley Lynn. 
Ashley Lynn is an administrative assistant in the College of 
Business, and Britton Lynn is an associate professor of theatre. 
"The theatre department is a very close-knit group, and 
so it was nice living [near] someone that I know," Pierson 
said. "They are really fun people to be around, and they have 
been very welcoming to us with their home." 
Burks could not discuss the new Legacy Park advancements 
without using his famous word - camaraderie. 
"I think that what's special about it is the sense of 
camaraderie that can develop between the young students 
and some retirees and faculty members in between," Burks 
said. "It's a neat mix of ages." 
Photo courtesy of OFRCE OF ADVANCEMENT 
Legacy Park is now in phase five of construction. 
All student housing was completed in phases· one 
through three. 
Johnson said there was 
- - - ~------------------------- ----- -
Uplift is an annual week-long summer camp for teens always one counselor who 
hosted by Harding. At the end of the week, campers go back impacted his life and made 
home to share what they learned, but the conversation about . him want to return to Uplift 
Harding does not always stop after camp. Many of those next summer. 
· campers come to Harding for college because of Uplift, "Ithoughttomyself;'ifthere 
unintentionally making the summer camp a big recruiting are counselors who work Uplift 
pull for Harding. and go to Harding that are like 
Uplift Director Andrew Baker said he hopes campers, that, I bet I would meet some 
sponsors and staff all grow in their relationship to God, so people who are also like that,"' 
the person who arrives to camp on Saturday is not the same Johnson said. "It has proven to 
person who leaves on Thursday. be true with the people that I 
"Uplift allows participants to see and experience Harding have close to me." 
in ways that few other events can," Baker said. "They are Johnson has also been an 
introduced to some of the things that make Harding a unique Uplift counselor every year he 
and special place which leads some to decide Harding is the has been a student at Harding 
place for them." and has enjoyed giving back 
Graduate assistant Ben Hansen has been working with to the campers in the way 
Uplift for four years and has seen this pull firsthand. counselors did to him when 
"From our side, we don't really think of Uplift as, 'our he was a camper. 
number one goal is to· get Uplift kids to Harding,"' Hansen "Counselors play a huge 
said. "That does happen out ofUplift pretty often, and we have role in getting kids interested 
counselors all the time come in, and we say, 'why do you want in Harding," Hansen said. 
to work Uplift?' and they say, 'I had such a good experience, "Ninth, 10th, 11th grade,)Ou're 
and that's actually why I came to Harding."' looking up, and you see these 
Hansen said a study conducted a few years ago showed ... really good, moral people, 
that Uplift was a top- three recruitment pull for Harding. who have a lot of fun, and 
Senior ~an Johnson has attended Uplift for a number you're like, 'you know what, 
of years, and he said the camp played a significant role in why I kinda want to be like that 
he came to Harding. someday."' 
L 
t7 HUMANS£RV1CES 
Hey, do you get your health Insurance plan through 
Arkansas Works? 
You may need to report your work and community 
engagement hours to keep your insurance. 
' - -,.~~,, " ~ ' '- • __,,,,_ :-I, - , I 
'ft,,. " - ~~tCJ,~•-4~'i..~ ->k,,iii!f:~ • - :, 
Full-time students get a reportJng exemption for 
6 months and classes count for part-time students 
to help meet the requfrflnent, toof 
Arkansas 
•WORKS 
Report 7 days a week from 7 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
More than a 
publication 
The words "Petit Jean" have carried significant meaning for me since I 
was a little girl. When the park rangers at 
Petit Jean State Park know the names of 
your beagles, you know you spend a lot of 
time there. 
In 1924, the Petit Jean yearbook was 
created to carry the factual history and 
preserve the memories of what it is like to 
be at Harding. Named for the mountain that 
stands near Harding's original campus in 
Morrilton, Arkansas, the words "Petit Jean" 
carry significant meaning for Harding as well 
When I joined staff as a quiet freshman 
journalism major in 2015,I was overwhelmed 
The State 
oftheSA 
Reflecting on 
'Be Present' 
In case you missed it, last week was Spring Sing. In the middle of the actual Spring 
Sing program, the ensemble sang a song called 
"You Will Be Found" from the musical "Dear 
Evan Hansen." The lyrics go like this: "Even 
when the dark comes crashing through, when 
by the gravity of the job that fell upon me. 
Now, four years later as the editor-in-chief 
of the publication, I carry the weight of this 
job with the help of my staff of 19 people 
with pride and caution, striving to live up to 
the esteem held by this publication. 
In the midst of a media landscape that 
is losing printed yearbooks every year, we at 
Harding can proudly say that we have now 
created the 95th Petit Jean yearbook, and 
this is not something we take lightly. 
A yearbook exists to record the history 
of the university, to preserve the memories 
of the students who walked the halls of this 
campus and to celebrate a year that had a 
lasting impact on our lives. 
On Distribution Day, most students will 
flip past the pages that we spent the past 
nine months creating directly to the index 
to find where they are pictured in the book. 
It only hurts a little, but it's OK. We get 
it. Yearbooks mean something different to 
students who create them than they do to 
students who get to enjoy them at the end 
of the year. 
This year, I encourage you to stop and 
look at the stories and ideas recorded in this 
book that encapsulate this year at Harding. 
You might think right now that your fondest 
you need a friend to carry you, when you're 
broken on the ground, you will be found." 
I couldn't stop thinking about how people 
always say "find yourself" when you come 
to college. I know they did to me, at least. I 
thought they were all completely sappy, but 
what dawned on me in that moment is that we 
are best found when we are searching together. 
There truly are places where we can be found: 
the places where people care about each other. 
I'd be so bold as to say it is impossible to 
find yourself without this kind of environment, 
where people are there to lift one another up 
and not just to pursue their idea of self At 
Harding, this has been my experience: I have 
been found by people who can tell me who I 
really am and whose I really am. 
I hope that this year, the Student Association 
has been able to provide some avenue that 
allowed you to be "found" because of the 
presence of other people. Our goal has always 
memories of Harding will be of campus-wide 
events like Homecoming, concerts, Spring 
Sing, speakers and candlelight vigils, but I 
am willing to bet that after you are separated 
from this place, the seemingly insignificant 
memories of late-night talks in your dorm 
room, picnics on the Front Lawn and your 
daily path across campus interacting with 
people will carry just as much, if not more 
sentiment as you look back. 
Whether you are turning the pages of this 
book on Distribution Day this Thursday or in 
50 years, I hope that the pages carry a value 
that will increase as time passes: 
Our stories have become intertwined 
with each other this year. Our stories have 
become intertwined with Harding University. 
Petit Jean will always be a part of who I 
am, and the Petit Jean yearbook will always 
carry a part of you that you found while you 
were at Harding. 
I hope you will join us this Thursday, 
May 2, in chapel and on the Front Lawn for 
Distribution Day, the day we can share this 
book and its theme with you at last. 
MEGAN STROUD is the editor-in-chief 
of the Petit Jean yearbook. She may be 
contacted at mledbetter@harding.edu 
been to provide a way for students to have voices 
and for them to feel that they matter.1his year, 
we chose our theme of"Be Present" because 
we believed the best way to convey another 
person's worth to them is just to be a neighbor. 
Through joy, sorrow, laughter and campus 
flooding, I am so thankful that we got this 
group of people to "Be Present"with this year. I 
am sure that Harding is the absolute best place 
to "Be Present" and be found. 
Finally, I want to give a personal thank 
you to The Bison for allowing the Student 
Association to have a column this year. This has 
been a match made in heaven. As one of my 
final acts as president, I would like to hereby 
declare this column the gossip column. Send 
me only the best! 
HALLIE HITE is a guest writer for 
The Bison. She may be contacted 
at sa@harding.edu. 
In case you missed it ... 
#HUSpringSing19 
• 
Holden Montgomery @holden_mont721 • Apr 16 
Note to self from jersey night: if you're on stage, your mic is probably on, 
so DONT ask what your first line is! :))))) 
0 1 t1 0 73 B / 
Allison Gunn @AGunnShow • Apr 16 
I bet my parents are so glad they paid for 10 years of dance lessons for 
me to dress up like a lettuce leaf and sing songs about vegetables. 
0 1 ti. 3 • 55 B 
V 
V 
Shelby Hamilton @_shelbylyn_ • Apr 20 V 
'Why in the name of all things good is it HOT in the Benson?? I have never, 
and I mean NEVER, had a warm experience in this building and now 
Harding has the audacity to make me look stupid in my strategically 
p lanned outfit to brave the cold. 
0 1 '[l B 
Did TNT/ZP Win Again @HUSpringSing • Apr 20 
Yes. 
Q 3 t1. 37 C,134 
V 
Shifting 
Focus 
Emily Nicks 
Treading 
water 
After approximately 240 hours spent on deadline nights, 50 guest opinion 
writers and 20 "Just the Clax" columns, 
this is the last print edition ofThe Bison 
newspaper for the 2018-19 school year. 
As we move into dead week, formal 
season and the ever-dreaded final exams, I 
can't help but reflect on what a year it's been 
for Harding and the community we share. 
As a community, we celebrated. We 
cheered on our volleyball team as they made 
it farther than ever before in school and 
conference history. We laughed, cried and 
gasped during a wonderful Homecoming 
production of "Big Fish," particularly as 
that single daffodil petal floated down 
from the rafters. We lost our minds when 
Searcy was chosen to be on season four of 
"Small Business Revolution." 
As a community, we adjusted. We worked 
to find balance in the first year without club 
Visitation Week. We adapted to the first 
new social club since 2013. We welcomed 
more friends into our homes with the 
addition of more open-dorm dates. 
As a community, we also grieved. We 
mourned with brothers and sisters worldwide 
after the killing of Botham Jean. We cried 
out together as we remembered the jubilant 
life of Mary Joy Uebelein. Many of us also 
suffered losses within our own families. 
It has been a long year for the community 
of mission we call home. 
As we experienced things collectively 
as a community, we all traversed our own 
personal paths as well. When I joined The 
Bison staff as opinions editor in August, I 
had no idea how much I would learn in the 
span of nine months (or how many hours 
I would spend in the Student Publications 
office). 
This year, I've felt joy, pride and 
contentment through my work with The 
Bison. Honestly, I've also experienced 
frustration, fatigue and major writer's block 
(as I'm sure is evident to all three of my 
readers). As I reflect on my year in this 
role, however, I can't believe how thankful 
I am that I turned in an application at 
the last minute on a spur-of- the-moment 
decision. I probably would have gotten a 
lot more sleep had I not joined staff, but I 
would have missed out on what has quickly 
become one of my favorite parts of college. 
There were times this year when I felt 
like I was drowning in this role. In the 
beginning, I questioned why I ever got in 
the water in the first place; I was obviously 
not prepared for it. I asked other staff 
members innumerable questions and felt 
completely incompetent at times. I didn't 
know how to stay afloat. 
Slowly and surely, however, I learned. 
Eventually, I was able to get my head 
above water, and eventually I was able to 
keep it there. 
It was a long process, but I now feel 
confident in my ability to tread water. In 
the span of a year, I went from drowning 
to treading water, as I'm sure many of you 
did, too. I'm proud of that. We all should 
be. Treading water may not seem that 
impressive, but it's a whole lot better than 
the alternative. 
Thank you for bearing with me as I 
figured out how to tread water. I'm looking 
forward to what will come next: learning 
to swim. 
EMILY NICKS is the opinions editor 
for The Bison. She may be contacted 
at enicks@harding.edu. 
Twitter: emilyk_nicks 
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AnOde 
to Nancy 
Benediction 
I spoke twice d uring my high school graduation. 
I was t he class president, so I delivered 
an address to my peers and their families, 
in which they involuntarily indulged me for 
the five minutes of what felt like the most 
glorious and righteous moment of my life. 
I had reached the pinnacle of importance, 
I was sure of it. 
The second speaking role I had during my 
high school graduation was the benediction 
- the closing prayer for the ceremony. 
I do not recall much from either, but 
in preparing for the benediction, I swore I 
would not write anything down or rehearse 
because I did not want my prayer to feel 
forced. So, I probably choked. 
While I will not have any speaking roles 
i n my nearing graduation - a humble 
reminder that I am a small fish in a really 
big pond - if I had the opportunity to 
do it over again, I think I would be a bit 
more rehearsed. 
I think I would take the opportunity 
to be more thorough and conscious of 
the words I spoke and the prayers I lifted 
to God. I would be more reflective of the 
time God has given me at this place and be 
more hopeful for the time moving forward. 
I think my benediction this time around 
would go a little something like this: 
God, today and every day, I am thankful 
for this place and for th~se people. I am 
thankful for how you brought us to this 
point and for how you will guide us past it. 
I am thankful for this column space 
and the responsibility you give with it. I 
am thankful for the freedoms you grant 
us to speak truth and wisdom and for the 
privileges you grant every d ay - th .. t I 
have the opportu!lity to write a prayer in 
a public forum for all to read. I pray you 
h umble our hearts to practice freedom 
with responsibility according to your will. 
Reflecting on this year, I point all the 
glory of success and triumph to you, and 
I ask your forgiveness and grace in the 
mistakes and lessons we learned along 
the way. 
As we move forward from this day, I pray 
you remind us of what we have leai:ned at 
Harding. I pray you grant us the knowledge, 
recollection and application to serve others 
and serve your kingdom. 
I pray you remind us daily of the people 
who made our time here so special. I am 
thankful for the innumerable memories I 
made with these people whom I cherish 
so much, and I am already thankful for the 
days in which you will make those memories 
come to life when we need them most. 
Humble u s, God, as w e m ove into 
tomorrow and this new chapter of our 
stories that will unfold in the coming 
weeks, months and years. Grant us open 
hearts, eyes and ears to find your guidance 
and understand your plan for where our 
stories will take us. 
Develop within us the means and courage 
to speak for those we encounter who are 
the least among us. Soften our hearts to 
th e n eeds of the world, and embolden 
our faith and witness to be critical of the 
spaces, near and _far, that need to know 
truth and wisdom. 
Remind us during each minute of each 
day, God, to do justice, love m ercy and 
walk humbly with you. Remind us of the 
greatest commands for our lives: love God 
and love our neighbors. 
In this command, may we find the peace, 
understanding and courage to leave this 
place and see our faith take action where 
it is needed most . 
W e pray this in humility and with deep 
gratitude -
Amen. 
KALEB TURNER is the editor-in-chief 
for the Bison. He may be contacted 
at ktumer3@harding.edu. 
Twitter: kalebaturner 
4A I Friday, April 26, 2019 
Cayde Newton 
l. 1! ll ..__I \\ I ( 1.. ! 
The cure for 
poverty in 
America 
Universal basic income is a policy through which a sum of cash is paid 
to all citizens of a nation or state, no questions 
asked - and a responsible implementation 
of UBI will be the key to curbing poverty 
in the United States. Andrew Yang, one of 
America's premier social entrepreneurs turned 
2020 Democratic presidential candidate, has 
centered his campaign around his promise 
of putting into effect a Sl,000 per month 
Universal Basic Income to every American 
citizen. 
While it may seem that giving "free money" 
away to everyone without regard for how 
they may use it represents an ideology that 
would have been presented as treasonous 
just a few decades ago in the McCa. thy-era 
homeland, guaranteed money is one of the 
few things that politicians and economists 
on the right and left have supported through 
the past hali-century. Milton Friedman and 
Martin Feldstein, two of the most prolific 
conservative economic thinkers of the 20th 
century and economic advisors for Reagan's 
White House, both openly supported the 
proposal of a universal basic income. This 
same economic concept has garnered support 
from the likes of Mark Zuckerberg, Elon 
Musk and recently deceased Marxist thought 
leader Erik Olin Wright. 
The idea is this: When people have 
access to enough money to cover their bare 
necessities, they develop a much larger capacity 
for economic productivity. As their need for 
quick and easy money is reduced, they can 
take economic risks that they would not 
otherwise be able to and thus create more 
jobs and wealth. In addition, their increase 
of buying power allows for direct economic 
stimulus through consumption that would in 
tum create, you guessed it - jobs and wealth. 
From a social perspective, basic income works 
to smooth the transition into a completely new 
generation of industry in America. Brick-and-
mortar stores are closing,manufacturingjobs 
are being replaced and the nearly 9 million 
people in the trucking industry are soon to 
be out of a job. A basic income allows these 
already-and soon-to-be affected workers to 
transition in a safer and easier way. 
Enacting a universal basic income also 
works to disincentivize crim.e and Ulep.1 
immigration. With no nee~tb engage in 
criminal activity to afford life's essentials, crime 
is reduced. This is especially true in combination 
with responsible legal reform regarding court 
fines and low-level marijuana crimes, which 
have been recognized as problematic on both 
sides of the aisle. If responsible immigration 
reform is established (i.e. those immigrating 
can go about the immigration process without 
-........ ~·o'',, , -
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excessive bureaucracy or fear of extreme legal 
retribution), those that have come to the 
country illegally who aren't receiving this 
dividend are only encouraged to go through 
the legal immigration process by the books so 
that they can become economically productive 
and keep up with the economic environment 
that surrounds them. 
No country has tried this on a large scale 
- despite efforts by former Presidents Nixon 
and Carter - but Alaska's annual petroleum 
dividend, an amount that currently stands 
at Sl,600 that is unconditionally given to 
all residents, has been shown to only yield 
positive effects and allow for further upward 
mobility and emphasis on education. 
One of the keys of ensuring the success 
of a UBI is limiting the amount of money 
distributed per individual to under what would 
be necessary to create a comfortable standard 
of living. With UBI as a starting point or 
financial supplement, the policy becomes 
much more effective in striking one's capacity 
to become more economically ambitious. 
The funding for a universal basic income 
simply comes from the cutting of current 
social programs and the addition of small taxes 
to extremely large corporations that would 
immediately be gained back by the increase 
in consumption. We have today the tools to 
progress the economy and ~reduce poverty 
through egalitarian and efficient means. With 
a universal basic income, the true restoration 
of the American dream is possible. 
CAYDE NEWTON is a guest writer 
for The Bison. He may be contacted 
at anewton2@harding.edu. 
Just the. Clax 
Remembering Dr. Dean Priest (1939 - 2019) 
J\ nother tall tree has fallen on the 
L"lJ.Iarding campus. Last week we 
celebrated the life of Dr. Tony Finley, 
former dean of the College of Education. 
Now the university family has gathered 
once again, this time to remember a favorite 
math teacher. 
Dean Priest was one of the first people 
I met when I came here for a job interview 
in 2003. As the provost, he helped make 
the decision to hire me. Except for that 
one critical lapse in judgment, he led a life 
marked by wisdom and prudence. 
Dr. Priest worked at his alma mater 
for 52 years, serving as a professor of 
math, department chair and dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences. A s provost, 
he helped to start Harding's Physician 
A ssistant Program and also developed a 
university-wide protocol to ensure fairness 
in faculty salaries. 
While he excelled as an administrator 
- it helps to have a head for figures -
his heart was always in the classroom. 
H e loved his students, and they returned 
the affection (shall we say) exponentially. 
Students universally praised his kindness 
and zeal for teaching. They knew he cared 
about his subject and about them . Who 
else could make people get up for calculus 
at 7:30 a.m . and like it? 
When the 1982 Petit Jean yearbook was 
dedicated to Dr. Priest, the profile quoted 
someone who called him "the N eale Pryor 
of the math department," referencing the 
beloved Bible teach er. Only 14 faculty 
members in school history have earned the 
title "Distinguished Professor" by winning 
our Outstanding Teacher Award three times. 
Pryor was one, and so was Priest . 
It is a bedrock principle at Harding that 
all subjects are t aught from a C hristian 
perspective. Dr. Priest loved for people 
to ask him how he saw God through 
mathematics. "That's easy," he would say 
with a grin. "I get to talk about infinity." 
For him, the creator's elegant design was 
expressed with such magnificent order and 
beauty in numbers. 
He also saw that design in music and 
discovered a talent for it early in life. In 
high school he was part of a gospel quartet 
that once opened for Jerry Lee L ewis. 
A s a H arding student he added his rich 
baritone voice to the a capella chorus and 
was selected for the Belles and Beaux, a 
brand-new choral group directed by"Uncle 
Bud"Davis. That's right, the statuesque man 
sitting by the Lily Pond. Singing remained 
one of D ean's lifelong passions. 
Those passions were eclectic. H e published 
academic p apers about the Fibonacci 
sequence. H e took pride in his vegetable 
garden. H e loved lemon candy. In his later 
years, he enjoyed playing Canasta. And 
he was a champion at racquetball. No one 
could t ouch him. The next time you run 
into Dr. Scott Ragsdale, ask him to tell 
you the score of their first game. 
Which is why his illness was so hard to 
watch . For the last 16 years of his life, Dr. 
Priest battled a muscle disease that eventually 
left him confined to a power chair. It was 
debilitating, but not soul-crushing. Students 
who took his classes during those years were 
in awe of his courage. We all were blessed 
by his determination. At the funeral, his 
son-in-law shared that just a month before 
his passing, Dean returned fro~ physical 
therapy elated that he had walked 10 steps. 
He accepted his diminished abilities but 
never lost his cheerful optimism. 
For the record- Dr. Priest would want 
the stats right - he was 20 days short of 
turning 80, and two months shy of his 60th 
wedding anniversary. Dean always credited 
his wife Carolyn for leading him to Harding, 
and she was the love of his life. They had 
five children, 24 g randchildren and 20 
great-grandchildren. Only a mathematician 
could have kept up with them all. But one 
grandchild wrote this: "He created a family 
culture where every child was celebrated 
and adored ." Along with family, church 
was his great love. H e served as a deacon 
and treasured every moment spent among 
fellow Christians. Warm and gracious, he 
went out of his way to give encouragement. 
So many of us have been on the receiving 
end of his kind words. 
D r. Priest was also a humble man. Despite 
his obvious academic brilliance, he always 
claimed he had been blessed beyond what 
he deserved. One of his favorite gospel 
songs was "Swing Low, Sweet Chariot." 
H e liked the idea that when God's chariot 
comes to carry us home, it will swing low 
to reach those at the bottom. 
Somehow, I suspect that chariot didn't 
have to dip very far to pick up D ean Priest 
and carry him home ... to the place he 
liked to call "infinity." 
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest 
writer for The Bison. He can be 
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu. 
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Harding football demolished Northwestern Oklahoma State University 
38-7 in front of several former players at their annual Homecoming 
game. The Bisons outrushed the Rangers 334-47. 
, , liVhen you coach, you've got akidfor four or five years, and that guy becomes 
like a son. When your sons been gone for over a year, to get them to come 
back and hug them and love them is a huge deal." 
-Paul Simmons, head football coach 
Men~ Soccer beats OBU 
Junior defender Christian Ramos lifted the Harding men's soccer team to a 
Great American Conference (GAC) regular season crown with a screamer . 
from outside the box against Ouachita Baptist University (OBU). Harding 
1 
later fell in the GAC Tournament Championship to the same OBU team. 
, , As soon as I saw the ball go into the back of the net, it was all kind of excitement. 
We knew what was going on with the game ... that if we won we would get to 
host [the GAG Tournament]." -ChristianRamos,junior defender 
• 
Sutherland ends her Harding care r 
Senior midfielder Bethany Sutherland played her final home game in 
a Lady Bisons soccer uniform. Sutherland holds the school record in 
I goals, points, shots and penalty kicks. 
, Everybody just sees the games and goals ... and that is all good. But she is 
also helping others get better, which is what this whole journey is about." 
-Greg Harris, head womens soccer coach 
Bisons make the playoffs 
on utive year 
Harding Football learned it would be one of seven Central Region teams 
to qualify for the NCAA Division II playoffs. The Bisons would fall in 
the first round against Ferris State University in Big Rapids, Michigan. 
Lady Bisons win 
fir t NCAA Tournament game 
Harding Volleyball upset No. 3 University of Nebraska-Kearney to 
earn its first-ever NCAA Tournament win. The Lady Bisons tournament 
victory was also the first by a team from the GAC. 
, , Looking back, I am so incredibly proud of every single girl on this team. We 
1 have accomplished things that literally no one else has been able to do in the 
I GAG, let alone at Harding." -Madison Poen, senior outside hitter 
AlicjaMinczuk 
a .. in National Championship 
Sophomore distance runner Alicja Minczuk finished 197th of 264 
runners at the NCAA Division II Cross-Country National Championship. 
Minczuk was only the fifth Harding runner to ever qualify for the race 
and the first since 2012. 
Year in Review 
Sports 
This year, Harding has seen record-breaking performances, conference 
championships and close finishes. Here is a deeper look at the biggest 
storylines from the 2018-19 season. 
Men's Basketball loses 
16th c n me 
The Bison men's basketball team suffered a 73-56 loss to Henderson 
State University. The loss was the Bisons'16th consecutive loss, 
marking the longest losing streak since joining Division II. Harding 
I shot its lowest season field goal percentage in more than a decade. 
, , I've never walked out of a game or practice thinking this team is selfish. We 
1 are creating shots and making the extra pass. We just are not making that 
! shot or finishing at the basket." -Jeff Morgan, head mens basketball coach 
Peyton Mills break 
Senior outfielder Peyton Mills broke the Harding Softball RBI record 
on a two-run double against Oklahoma Baptist University. Mills also 
holds the school record for career home runs. 
Head Baseball CoachPatrickMcGaha 
earns 5 O h car 
Head Baseball Coach Patrick McGaha earned his 500th career 
win by leading the Bisons to a 10-9 win against Union University. 
·, When you get to a milestone like this, it means you've had a lot of good 
1 players and assistant coaches that have come through. You remember that 
1 more than the wins." -Patrick McGaha, head baseball coach 
( 
Tennis Complex is dedicated to 
former H ad C-~""'· 
Elliott is the winningest coach in Harding sports history, amassing 1,123 
wins over his careeer as the Bisons and Lady Bisons Head Coach. 
Bison golfers fni h in 
Freshman golfer Ryan Camras and sophomore Trevor Mellott finished 
in the top five at the GAC Conference Championships. This was the 
first time in program history two Bison golfers finished in the top five. 
Camras was also awarded Freshman Golfer of the Year oy the GAC. 
Harding Women~ Track Team 
ins third GAC itle i 
The Harding Women's Track Team won its third GAC title in four years. 
Ten Lady Bison athletes won individual events, and three qualified for 
the NCAA Division II Championships. 
Delusional 
Optimism 
the Tigers fell apart, losing three games including a seven-
overtime loss against Texas A&M University. 
be a new beginning (unless you play in the Alliance of 
American Football). Next year, the Saints will make it 
back to the Super Bowl, LSU will be in the Final Four 
and Liverpool wi finally claim its first Premier League 
title in nearly 30 years. 
Delusion opthnistn· 
revisited 
At the beginning of this school year, I introduced the 
topic of delusional optimism, the sports fan's unique ability 
to constantly believe in the impossible. The promise of a 
new year brought with it hope of what was to come. 
Again, fans around the world learned just how dangerous 
hope is. 
As a sports fan in South Louisiana, we experienced our 
fair share of dramatic heartbreak this season. 
We thought it was Louisiana State University (LSU) 
football's year to rise back to the top behind transfer 
quarterback Joe Burrow. After a great start to the season, 
We thought the New Orleans Saints were destined for 
the Super Bowl for the first time in 10 years. They clinched 
the No. 1 seed in the NFC Playoffs, but their hopes 
vanished after a blown pass interference call in the NFC 
Championship Game ruined their hope of a Super Bowl. 
In basketball, the New Orleans Pelicans were coming 
off their first playoff series win since the 2007-08 season. 
The belief went away as drama around Anthony Davis's 
potential departure disturbed the Pelicans' locker room. 
At LSU, the most successful basketball season since 2006 
was wrought with chaos when Head Basketball Coach Will 
Wade was caught in the middle of an FBI investigation 
and placed on administrative leave. Under Interim Head 
Coach Tony Benford, LSU only managed a run to the 
Sweet 16 despite winning the Southeastern Conference. 
Each time, it was our year. Each time, we were left 
wanting more. 
That is OK, though, because there is always next year. 
Delusional optimism is the constant belief things will 
be better. Every year offers the promise of unexplored 
opportunity. This year did, and next year will too. 
The magic of sports is that for every ending, there will 
Delusional optimism also tells us things can always get 
better. Whether it is a rule change that will prevent egregious 
officiating errors, improved recruiting rankings or a better 
tailgate experience, sports give us endless opportunities for 
growth and change. 
When all hope is gone, delusional optimism shines the 
brightest. If your team ended its season on the longest losing 
streak in its history or lost its best player to graduation, 
delusional optimism reminds you that a new freshman 
class is coming to add new life to the program. 
It also applies when your team is at its peak, telling you 
your team will win another"NCAA Tournament game or 
be named conference champions again. 
So, no matter where you are, my wish for you is to 
constantly live delusionally optimistic that the potential 
greatness around you will come to fruition. 
Next year begins now. • 
JACK ALLEN is the head sports editor for The Bison. 
He may be contacted at jallen10@harding.edu . 
• 
.. 
! . 
2B I Friday, April 26, 2019 
Bryce "Thug Nasty" Mitchell balances academics and an intense passion and hobby. Mitchell has been fighting in 
mixed martial arts since he was 16 years old. Since joining the Ultimate Fighting Championship, Mitchell is 11-1. 
Harding student doubles as MMA fighter 
Senior Bryce Mitchell is living out his childhood dream of 
competing against top fighters in the octagon 
EMMA VAUGHN 
student writer 
When senior economics major Bryce 
Mitchell is not studying for tests, he is 
fighting professionally for the Ultimate 
Fight Championship (UFC). 
Mitchell was born and raised in Arkansas, 
where he gained a love for fighting in his 
backyard with his neighbors. Over time, 
that love turned into a living. 
"I always imagined myself in UFC," 
Mitchell said. "It just took a little longer 
than I thought." 
Mitchell's best friend, and Harding 
alumnus, Kidron Cannon, said he always 
knew Mitchell would make it to the 
UFC. Cannon said Mitchell has put an 
incredible amount of work to get to this 
level of competition. 
"As a fighter, he's insanely tenacious and 
hardworking," Cannon said. "He's probably 
the hardest-working, most dedicated person 
I know." 
Mitchell, who is also known as "Thug 
Nasty" in the octagon, started fighting 
Mixed Martial Arts (MM.A) when he was 
16 years old. Mitchell did not know much 
about striking or jiu-jitsu, but his dedication 
to the sport helped him progress quickly. 
I always Imagined myself in 
the UFC, It just took a little 
longer than I thought. 
Soon after starting his career, many 
people took notice of Mitchell's skill. 
Cannon said the UFC called Mitchell 
to be a part of their show, "The Ultimate 
Fighter," a competition to win a contract 
with the UFC. Although Mitchell did not 
win, he caught the attention of the UFC 
and was called to fight in Las Vegas where 
he had his first fight. 
After struggling through a groin 
injury, Mitchell returned to the octagon 
last month. The fight was in Nashville, 
Tennessee, where he not only won his 
fight, but also the "Fight of the Night." 
This award is given out by the UFC to the 
best, most entertaining fight of that night. 
After winning this honor, Mitchell was 
skyrocketed into the spotlight. 
Even with his newfound fame, one 
of Mitchell's former professors, Dr. Jim 
Shelton, said he has remained the same 
humble guy he was before. Shelton said he 
watched Mitchell's press conference a few 
weeks ago and saw the same politeness and 
humor he saw from him in class. 
"He was just Bryce," Shelton said. "That 
was just really refreshing to see." 
Cannon said he is eager to continue to 
watch Mitchell's career grow and believes 
he will soon be a UFC world-champion. 
"He is my best friend and he deserves 
everything he's got and more," Cannon 
said. "And I want to be there with him 
through it all." 
Mitchell is currently 11-1-0 in his UFC 
career, with 8 wins by submission. He fights 
in the featherweight class. The details for 
his next fight have yet to be determined. 
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FLAT RATE SUMMER 
DISCOUNTS 
CLIMATE CONTROLLED 
SXlO & lOXlO 
REGULAR SELF STORAGE 
5X5, SXlO & 10X10 
CKER 
PLAYERS 
ONLY 
Anna-Grace Shields 
Leading the 
next wave 
"Players Onlyfl is a special column written 
by Harding athletes. In this week's issue.junior 
Anna-Grace Shields talks a/Jout heing one of three 
future co- captain of the Harding cheer squad. 
My name is Anna-Grace Shields. I 
am a junior and recently I was chosen to 
serve as one of three cheer captains for 
the 2019-20 Harding cheer squad. I am 
excited to share this position with juniors 
Rachel Frost andJasie Mason. 
I have been a cheerleader for as long as 
I can remember. Faint are the days before 
big bows, bright lip stick and hai.r spray 
became my comfort zone. When I began 
cheering at Harding, the sport changed 
for me. Being a cheerleader was no longer 
about holding some arbitrary title, standing 
in front of my whole school or competing 
for national titles. 
Being a cheerleader was acknowledging 
the little girls staring at you in awe. It was 
riding hours and hours on a bus to be at 
a football game right before finals. It was 
practicing dances and chants on my o'wn 
time so we could spend our time at practice 
working on stunts. 
Most importantly, it was being a part of 
a group of women whom I truly admired. 
Deciding to try out for cheer at Harding 
was a no-brainer. My cousin Sarah Jane 
Shields Bedwell cheered here and my brother 
was on the football team and about to play 
his final season. That season was so much 
fun. They had an undefeated season and 
even hosted Harding's first playoff game. 
I will always treasure the time I got to 
spend on the field with my brother and 
will never forget the fact that he got a 
shiny GAC championship ring and a seat 
on a plane to the playoff game while I got 
a T-shirt and a seat on the bus. 
Being named one of the captains for this 
season is a huge honor. Starting on my first 
day as a Harding cheerleader, I was shown 
a level of respect from my teammates that 
was foreign to me. The older girls valued 
my knowledge and wanted to help me 
improve anyway they could. 
As one of the captains, I will work to 
make each member of the team feel this 
same respect, in hopes that they will, in 
turn, show it to girls farther down the 
line. Mrs. Kellee Blickenstaff has put in a 
lot of work to build a program with high 
standards and skilled cheerleaders. I am 
so thankful to be a part of this tradition. 
I believe being a representative of 
Harding is an honor. My goal is to help 
maintain a level of excellence, make proud 
those that cheered before us and help the 
younger girls understand how important 
it is that we continue down the path laid 
before us. I'm excited to see what this year 
has in store for Harding sports. 
LIGHTNING 
ROUND WITH 
·HARDING 
ATHLETES Peyton Padgett Allison Hyatt Jack Thomas Katie Dather Brian Drew basketball softball baseball volleyball football 
- - -
Which superhero -do ydu . Whatever 
think wiU die in ''Avengers: 
Endgame?" 
The Hulk The Hulk Peyton Padgett Iron Man Iron Man 
thinks. -
-- ~ ~ - ~ - -- " -
What is your favorite Taylor 
Swift phase/album? 
Country music "Reputation" Vintage T-Swift The classic old "Love Story" 
- - -
What two teams will play in 
the NBA Finals? 
- - - - - -
What was your favorite.rparti 
of the Bison this year? 
phase, by far. 
Golden State 
Warriors vs. 
Milwaukee 
Bucks 
--
The one that 
showcased 
women in sports 
t 
Golden State 
Warriors vs. 
Boston Celtics 
The Peyton 
Mills' "Players 
Only" column. 
"Our Song" country Taylor 
Golden State Golden State Portland Warriors vs. 
Milwaukee Warriors vs. Trailblazers vs. 
Bucks Boston Celtics Boston Celtics 
-
I enjoyed all the Zoe Hardin's The Spring Sing 
"Players Only" "Players Only" issue 
columns. column. 
••••••• • • • • ••••••• 4 ¥&0 
•1 will miss 
sharing with 
students what 
I learn from 
God ._ [and] 
the love of 
students and 
the joy of 
seeing them 
grow in Jesus." 
•"· ' win 
continue to be 
inspired and 
encouraged 
by s>a9ple who 
have walked 
with God and 
"Having taught 
in both secular 
and Christian 
environments, 
I have learned 
that the Bible 
is a much 
better guide 
for schools 
tftarr mah's 
wisdom." 
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graduating from the profession 
CLASS OF 2019 
NORA JOHNSON 
features editor 
This May, Harding will not only say 
goodbye to the graduating class of seniors 
that walk across the George S. Benson 
Auditorium stage. The university will also 
say goodbye to 44 members of the faculty, 
staff and administration who have elected 
to retire at the end of the academic year. 
Many, but not all, of these retirements 
are connected to a voluntary retirement 
incentive program offered to faculty and 
staff that met selective criteria. 
According to Jana Rucker, vice president 
for university communications and 
enrollment, the program was designed 
to reduce costs and address the impact of 
enrollment decline. Rucker said the savings 
associated with the retirements will reach 
approximately S1 million. 
"While progress is being made on the 
enrollment front, the changes we are making 
to improve do take time to make an impact 
and we can manage the need to tighten 
the budget in the meantime with fiscal 
discipline, staffing adjustments through 
attrition planning and this retirement 
program," R-ucker said. -
KEN HOBBY 
"The emphasis 
given to 
growing anc:f: 
~ acr,ngout 
spiritlµllly, 
professional(y 
and ~ naQy 
has facilitated 
a rich life foi; 
our family." 
GLENN DILLARD 
"Themore 
lflings 
change, the 
more things 
stay the 
sante." 
The program was offered to at least 
90 employees who met criteria related to 
classification, a minimum age, a minimum 
number of years of service, good standing 
within the university, and eligibility to 
retire per the university's policy. 
Rucker said that after any retirement, 
the position's necessity and structure is 
reassessed. On a case by case basis, the 
university will fill some positions with new 
hires, while the responsibilities of others 
will be allotted to existing faculty. Other 
positions will not be replaced. 
"Any time someone in leadership retires, 
we take the time to evaluate if our needs have 
changed to determine if an organizational 
changes is needed," Rucker said. 
Retirees are being recognized for 
their contributions on departmental and 
university-wide levels. The full list of 
retirees will be recognized in a program a 
the staff dinner on April 26, and individual 
retirees, including Beckie Weaver, Bob 
Reely, Sherry Pollard and Ken Cameron, 
have been asked to share their "Harding 
experience" in chapel. 
For more information about these 
retirees, visit thelink..harding.edu. , 
•tam 
completing 31 
amazing ~rs 
at Hallflng 
and I turned 
70 In ~ 
lt'sagteat 
tithe fl>1Um 8~,,... 
in life." 
REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
Describe a lesson you 
have learned since 
becoming a member 
of Harding's faculty or 
staff. 
Looking back at your 
time here, what are 
your reflections on 
being a part of the 
Harding community? 
What is one thing that 
you believe you will 
miss about Harding? 
rJ 
\ 
' EDDiE~LOER 
"The highlight 
Qfmy timeat 
Hardlngwffl 
suraly be the 
friendships 
that have 
develoP,Ci and 
remained for 
~and 
sometimes for 
half a centusy." 
DAVID ELLIOTT 
"It's a mission 
to be here, and 
It's one of the 
easiest places 
lri the wortd 
totetyour 
faith be your 
everyday."' 
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Reflecting on the development of the Marvel Cinematic Universe as 
anticipation builds for the climactic finale to the Avengers Series 
LUKE HUMPHREY 
student writer 
Today is arguably one of the most-anticipated days of the 
year: the day "Avengers: Endgame" comes out in theaters. 
Everything in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) for the 
past 12 years and 22 movies has led up to this grand finale. 
The MCU began with "Iron Man" in 2008 paving the 
way for the Avengers to assemble for the first time onscreen 
in "The Avengers" in 2012. 
Since then, the MCU has set up multiple different 
storylines including "Guardians of the Galaxy" in 2014, 
"Ant-Man" in 2015, "Doctor Strange" in 2016, "Spider-
Man: Homecoming" in 2017 and "Black Panther" in 2018 
to lead up to the events of "Avengers: Infinity War"in 2018. 
For those of you who have managed to stay away from 
"Avt : ~rs: Infinity War" thus far, beware there are spoilers 
ahead. "Avengers: Infinity War" was one of the most ambitious 
cross-over events in history since "That's So Suite Life of 
Hannah Montana" in 2006 on Disney Channel. The movie 
managed to combine different characters from a decade's 
worth of movies into one giant crossover event. 
The events of"Avengers: Infinity War" caused different 
characters' storylines to cross paths such as Spider-Man, 
Black Panther and the characters of Guardians of the Galaxy. 
All these characters united under the Avengers in order to 
defeat the powerful Thanos. 
Up until his appearance in "Avengers: Infinity War," 
Thanos had been almost nonexistent, but a lot of the movies 
in the MCU hinted at his arrival to the franchise. Thanos was 
only mentioned a handful of times throughout the MCU, 
but never physically appeared onscreen until "Avengers: 
Infinity War."Thanos' one goal was to n:ceive all six of the 
Infinity Stones. With all six of the stones, he would have 
the power to rule the entire universe. 
Most movies in the MCU either hinted at or showed one 
of the Infinity Stones' as part of their storyline. "Avengers: 
Infinity War" combined all of those storylines together 
for Thanos to collect all six Infinity Stones in one action-
packed movie. 
Students wait in line at Kibo Midnight Oil Coffeehouse on April 23. Places like Midnight Oil and Jacob's 
Place give students the chance to plug in to Searcy during the summer. 
Getting plugged in for Searcy sutntner 
SARAH BARNARD 
student writer 
Although many students go home for summer break, 
many also choose to stay in Searcy to experience what they 
refer to as a "Searcy summer," hoping to get involved in the 
community. 
Senior Toria Adkison from Cincinnati, Ohio has spent 
three summers in the Searcy community as a college student. 
Adkison said that she moved to Searcy the week after 
graduating high school to start working at Kibo Midnight 
Oil Coffeehouse and loved her experience. 
She said getting involved with her church by joining the 
worship team and spending time talking with customers 
at Midnight Oil helped her get to know Searcy locals and 
grow to love the community. She also said spending time 
with families from her church who took her in was a good 
way to get to ~ow people. 
"I really liked just sitting there [at Midnight Oil] and 
talking with people," Adkison said. " ... People here are 
really good about noticing college students when they're 
here alone." 
Seitlor Bailey Warpula has spent her year working with 
people who are homeless at Jacob's Place and Mission Machine 
for her field placemen,t as a social work major, which has 
sparked, her interest in community volunteering. She said 
there is a huge need for students to bridge the gap between 
Harding and the Searcy community through volunteering. 
Warpula said there are many needs right around the 
corner in Searcy that she did not see until this year, and she 
wishes that she had gotten involved sooner. 
She said she would tell those interested in getting 
involved to be willing to do research, whether that be 
getting plugged into a church, finding a job in town or just 
Googling "volunteer options." 
"Find something you're passionate about and research 
it,"Warpula said. "And you'll feel excited to do it." 
Warpula also encouraged students to get involved outside 
their comfort zone and just start somewhere. 
"Everybody has an hour on their Saturday," Warpula said. 
"Wake up one hour early, and go do something that's not 
for yourself ... go take the step . . . and you'll realize - it's 
not that scary; it's not that hard." 
Adkinon warned not to overload yourself by being 
involved in too many things. She said that she wishes she 
would have truly invested herself in a few things well and 
not spread herself so thin. 
Main Street Searcy Director Amy Burton said that some 
opportunities for students to integrate themselves into the 
community over the summer will include helping small 
businesses with renovations, helping with kids' activities 
at the farmer's market or volunteering with the Office of 
Community Connection. 
She added that students can go to mysearcy.org to learn 
about more volunteer opportunities or submit their name 
along with their community interests. 
" . .. if they just want to get in and put their contact 
information, then as projects and assignments come around, 
then we can reach out to them,"Burton said. 
Once Thanos collected all six of the Infinity Stones, he 
wiped out half of the Earth's population with one single 
snap of his fingers. The snap killed off major characters 
such as Spider-Man, Black Panther, most of the Guardians 
of the Galaxy team, Nick Fury, D octor Strange and more. 
This snap came a~ a shock to most viewers. Most viewers 
assumed the Avengers would be able to stop Thanos before 
the dreaded snap. However, Thanos managed to snap, and 
viewers watched one of the most heart-wrenching scenes 
in cinematic history as some of their favorite characters 
turned to dust. 
"Avengers: Endgame" picks up right after the snap and 
chronicles what the remaining Avengers do in the wake of 
the death of their friends. The Avengers must decide whether 
to move on or find a way to bring back their friends. 
Will the Avengers find a way to both defeat Thanos and 
bring their friends back to life? Find out today as "Avengers: 
Endgame" hits theaters. 
For the full story and a definitive order of how to watch 
all 22 Marvel movies visit thelink.harding.edu. 
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From all of the senior staff 
members, we would like to 
than~ou for your readership 
with The Bison this year. 
As graduation is nearing, we 
are thankful for this opportunity 
to serve the Harding community 
as students and inheritors of this 
award-winning publicatioq . 
Top: Nora Johnson and Abbey Watson 
Back row: Emily Griffin, Jack Allen, Kendall Carwile, 
Kaleb Turner and Jessie Smith 
Front Row: Aaron Alexander 
